


Cedar Grove Cheese uses between 7,000-
8,000 gallons of water a day from its
well. Prior to installing a unique wastewater

in wetland ponds and marshes using ten
3,000-gallon tanks that have progressively
more complex organisms in each tank.

treatment system in 1998, an absorption
pond collected the solids, which were then
spread onto cropland. That system was far
from ideal since they couldn’t spread the
solids during the winter months.

Now, all of the water used in the cheese-
making process is Itered and enters Honey
Creek, a gently owing stream just south of
the cheese plant, via gravity.

“I want to change
the way people think
about water,” Wills
said. “It's a precious
resource and we try
very hard to limit the
amount of milk and
whey that goes down
the drain.”

The new wastewater treatment system

was built in a 20’ x 40’ greenhouse with

a grant from the Wisconsin Development
Finance Board at a cost of approximately
$240,000. The system simulates the natural
water puri cation process that takes place

Water comes into the rst tank between
80-90 degrees, and it takes three days for
water to travel through the 10 tanks, which
removes 99 percent of solids. It stays a
steady 60 degrees in the greenhouse year-
round.

Visitors to the cheese factory enjoy touring
the greenhouse and are amazed by the
size of the healthy plants that thrive in the
nitrogen- and phosphorous-rich water. Wills
keeps a few sh in the tanks, fattening
them up with cheese curds. He also grows
grapes, tomatoes, basil and green beans
inside the greenhouse.

Despite all the energy-ef ciency and
environmental improvements he's made so
far, “we’ve still got a couple of projects

left to do,” Wills said. “When you own a
business, you have control over how things
are done, and I've always wanted to reduce
our impact any way we can.”

Here’s the Cedar Grove Cheese Factory back
in 1904; this building burned and was rebuilt
in 1957. Owner Bob Wills doubled the size

of the building in 1994 with assistance from
WPLS Shared Savings.
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